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An original illustrated read-aloud for ages 4–7.
Text and illustrations were created using artificial intelligence and reviewed and assembled for this edition.
This is a work of fiction. The characters and events are imaginary.
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Puddle was a small cloud with a very big wish.
He wanted to jump in a puddle.
He could drift. He could drizzle. He could make excellent shade.
But when he tried to jump—
up he floated.
"That," said Puddle, "is the wrong direction."
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[image: Puddle the small fluffy white cloud with sky-blue pouch and little bare mist feet floats upward above a shallow garden puddle, looking down in comic puzzlement.]4
Below him, Bea stamped in her red boots.
Splish! Splosh!
"Would you like a turn?" she called.
"Very much!"
Puddle tucked in his fluff and swooped down.
Whoooosh.
He skimmed over the water without making one single splash.
Bea put her hands on her hips.
"Hmm. We need a plan."
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[image: Bea in lilac raincoat coral trousers red boots stands beside a shallow garden puddle with hands on hips and friendly thoughtful expression.]6
Dad found two yellow boots in the garden shed.
"Let's see whether these fit our visitor."
Bea held them still while Puddle poked in his misty feet.
One boot. Two boots.
Puddle wiggled.
The boots wiggled.
"I look," he said, "extremely ready."
7
[image: Dad in teal jacket and Bea kneel on garden grass near a tidy open shed.]8
Puddle bent his misty knees.
Bea counted. "One, two, three!"
Boing!
Up went Puddle.
Up went the boots.
Down came one small raindrop.
Plip.
"A very polite splash," Dad said.
Puddle drooped.
"But not the splash I wanted."
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[image: Puddle wearing two bright yellow boots floats upward again with comic bent mist legs.]10
Bea sat beside the puddle.
"You don't have to do it my way."
Puddle thought.
He could drift. He could drizzle. He could make excellent shade.
A raindrop slid off his boot.
Plip.
Puddle's eyes grew round.
"Bea," he whispered, "what if we jump together?"
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[image: Quiet thoughtful garden scene Bea sits on a dry low wooden garden bench beside the shallow puddle; Puddle in yellow boots floats close by at her eye level.]12
Bea stood in the middle. Puddle hovered above her.
"Ready?"
"Ready!"
Bea jumped down. Puddle drizzled down.
SPLISH-PITTER-SPLASH!
A hundred tiny circles danced around two big boot splashes.
Bea laughed.
Puddle laughed.
Even Dad's knees got a little wet.
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[image: Joyful inventive joint game: Bea jumps with her red boots in a very shallow garden puddle while Puddle floats safely above, wearing yellow boots and releasing a gentle sprinkle of raindrops.]14
They tried a tiny jump.
Plip-plop.
They tried a sideways jump.
Splosh-pitter.
Then Puddle lowered one yellow toe into the muddy edge.
Squelch.
He stared at the brown mark.
"Bea!" he said. "Look!"
His boots were muddy at last.
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[image: Close playful view Puddle floats very low and dips the toe of exactly one of his two yellow boots into the shallow muddy rim, creating a small brown mark.]16
At sunset, Puddle had to drift home.
He left the boots beside Bea's red ones.
"Same game tomorrow?" Bea asked.
"Same friends," said Puddle. "New splash."
Up he floated, soft and light.
Below him waited two yellow boots—
with a little bit of sky inside,
and a lovely lot of mud outside.
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[image: Peaceful warm sunset cottage garden.]18
For you and your reading partner
Read, wonder, play
Make three pretend puddle sounds with your hands: a tiny plip, a medium plop, and a big splash. Which sound fits a cloud? Tell your reading partner about a game you could change so everybody can join. Draw some impossible boots for an imaginary friend.
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Publisher’s note · for adults
A note for grown-ups
Thank you for sharing this story.
Interested in earning money by creating your own original children’s books with artificial intelligence? Explore the tools at roseram.com and sign up today. Creating a book does not guarantee sales or earnings.
Roseram Publishing
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