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An original illustrated read-aloud for ages 4–7.
Text and illustrations were created using artificial intelligence and reviewed and assembled for this edition.
This is a work of fiction. The characters and events are imaginary.
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Tonight was the pond's Moon Parade. Nori wanted to bring a moon of his very own.
He gathered willow, paper, ribbon, and a tiny battery light.
"Round as a bubble," he said. "Bright as a wish!"
Over the reeds, the real moon waited.
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[image: Early blue twilight at Nori's outdoor craft table on the grassy pond bank.]4
Nori bent the willow into a circle.
Boing!
One side popped up. The other flopped down.
His moon looked like a potato.
"Round as a bubble," Nori tried again.
Boing!
Now it looked like a potato wearing a hat.
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[image: Nori holds a comically lopsided willow ring in both paws, surprised eyebrows and a little smile.]6
Dot stopped beside the table.
"I can hold this end."
"I've nearly got it," said Nori.
He pulled the paper tight.
Rrrrip.
A hole opened in the middle. Nori's ears went flat.
"The parade is soon," he whispered. "And my moon is wrong."
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[image: Nori at the craft table with lowered ears looking at a cream paper-covered bent willow lantern that now has one clear tear.]8
Dot sat beside him. She did not tug the paper or hurry him.
For a little while, they watched the pond.
The real moon shimmered in the water.
A ripple stretched it long.
Another ripple broke it into silver pieces.
"That moon is wobbly too," Dot said.
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[image: Quiet intimate scene Nori and Dot sit side by side safely on the grassy bank, unfinished torn lantern on the ground beside them.]10
Moss hopped over with a scrap of plum-colored paper.
"Could this be a patch?"
Nori looked at the hole. He looked at his friends.
"Dot, will you hold the frame? Moss, will you pass the ribbon?"
This time, three pairs of paws worked together.
Pat, smooth, tie.
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[image: Nori, Dot, and Moss cooperate at the pondside table.]12
Nori switched on the little light.
His moon glowed gold. The plum patch glowed purple. One edge still drooped.
Then the breeze blew.
The ribbon danced. The frame tipped.
"Oh!" said Nori.
He held it steady—and watched a crooked moonbeam skip across the grass.
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[image: Lantern now lit by its tiny enclosed battery light, creamy gold translucent paper and one plum patch, irregular drooping willow outline and apricot ribbons.]14
At the parade, lanterns bobbed like fireflies.
A long lantern. A square lantern. A lantern with spots.
Nori's moon swayed between them.
"It looks like it's dancing," said Dot.
Nori gave the ribbon a little twirl.
His moon bowed to a beetle.
The beetle bowed back.
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[image: Joyful small animal Moon Parade on a broad safe grassy path beside the pond, not in water.]16
On the walk home, Nori stopped by the pond.
Above him shone one round moon.
Below him shimmered a hundred wobbly ones.
"Not round as a bubble," he told his friends.
He lifted his patched lantern.
"Bright as our wish."
And together, they carried it home.
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[image: Final warm wide view Nori, Dot, and Moss walking together along safe grassy bank toward a cozy lit burrow home.]18
For you and your reading partner
Read, wonder, play
Make a moon with your hands. Can it be round, long, or wonderfully wobbly? Tell your reading partner about something you made that turned out differently from your plan. What did you like about it? Draw an imaginary lantern on your own paper. A grown-up can help with any real craft tools.
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Publisher’s note · for adults
A note for grown-ups
Thank you for sharing this story.
Interested in earning money by creating your own original children’s books with artificial intelligence? Explore the tools at roseram.com and sign up today. Creating a book does not guarantee sales or earnings.
Roseram Publishing
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